Unapproved Minutes

MASTODON TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

February 8, 2010

Supervisor Frank Siewiorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mastodon Township Hall.  He asked all to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Board members present:  Supervisor Frank Siewiorek, Clerk Jan Lemke, Treasurer Gail Ruszkowski and Trustees Robert Ball and Sheri Skrzyniarz.

January regular meeting minutes was reviewed.  Gail expressed concern that the minutes were too long and Sheri stated there were incorrect reportings but did not indicate what needed correcting.  Minutes were accepted as presented.  

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  *Gail noted the General Fund needed money added to the balance.  She deposited some of the tax money received and cashed in the last CD which was not accumulating much in interest.    

The Clerk reported that she continued to work with Brian from Teck Solutions regarding upgrading the copier to have the capabilities to scan and print as well.  The Township will purchase Adobe software needed for the implementation.  To upgrade the Township’s MicroSoft programming, it would cost $590 and Jan recommended that we wait and review again on next year’s budget.  *The “Township received a letter from NorthStar looking for all townships within Iron County to help pay for new defibrolators for the fire departments.  They have applied for a grant to pay for 55% of the total cost.  Frank made a motion that if the grant was received, the township would donate monies to cover the cost of 2 units.  The motion was seconded by Jan and carried by all.  *A letter was received from Mr, Tinti regarding the request made from Dunn Mine residents last month.  A copy was sent to each board member and each resident.  The status stands as is unless a new request is made by the residents.  *Jan notified the Board that she will be utilizing Thalei’s time much more over the next few months.  They will be working on a full audit of the G/L before year end, and setting up the new precinct at Camp 5.  A call needs to be made to Joan to get the Camp 5 election volunteers trained.  

An Accounts Payable and Payroll review by the Board took place.  Sheri asked if future A/P lists could have some of the expenses broken down.  Jan said they could.  All invoices from the Road Commission were in and the final costs came in under budget.  A motion was made by Sheri to accept the two lists and Jan seconded the motion.  All in favor.

Fire Department Report:   The Department has 2 fire calls totaling 44 hours and 68 hours of training for the month of January.  *5 firefighters attended a seminar in Gwinn.  Jeff stated the most of the training was repetitious since they knew most of the training information.  It reaffirmed that our internal training is on track.  *On February 21st, the Chipman house in Alpha will be burned down as a training session.  *Jeff asked for funding to buy pagers, which the department only has a couple working.  A motion was made by Sheri to buy 10 pagers at approx. $345 each and software which will allow Jeff to reprogram pager software as needed.  The software costs $300.00.  All of the board agreed and the motion was carried.

Planning Commission Report:  Sheri stated that they are working on their 5 year recreational plan.  Frank asked if they would be resubmitting the grant from last year.  Sheri said they thought they may just apply for a grant to cover a pavilion however, a final decision has not been made yet.

Unfinished Business:  

ZBA Applications:   Jan stated that she had received an application from Thalei Burke for the open position of Board member and had received alternate requests from Chris Van Able, Jan Lemke, and Sue Neyrinck.  Frank made a motion to accept Thalei’s request.  All in favor with the exception of Gail.  Sheri made a motion to accept the applications for 2 alternates from Chris and Jan.  Frank seconded.  All in favor.

Satellite Service at Camp 5:  Representatives from both UPLogon and Stealthnet were present to answer any questions.  After reviewing the contracts presented from both companies and having all questions answered, it was decided to give Stealthnet the contract.  It was noted by the Board that if the residents were unhappy with the service, the contract would be considered null and void regardless of the 3 year term.  The motion was made by Gail and seconded by Sheri to accept the contract.  All in favor. 

New Business:

Senior Center Funding:  Frank wrote a letter to Carl Lind from the Iron County Board of Commissioners.  The Senior Center for Mastodon Township had their funds reduced from approx. $14,000 to $3,000.  The Township contribution was $16,755. Frank recommended residents attend their next meeting and voice their concern as well 
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Recycling:  Frank reported that he had checked with Crystal Falls Township to possibly join their recycling program. Frank stated that Crystal Falls Township now spends approx $500/month for recycling and if they joined with Hematite and Mastodon Townships, the bill could increase to approx $700/month and would be shared by all.  Frank said that recycling is free through GAD and could not justify having the Township pay for it.  All agreed.  While doing this research, Frank was asked by several residents about garbage pick-up.  He spoke to GAD and it was noted that Mastodon Township is too wide-spread to have a truck route.  They discussed a mini-transport station in Alpha and Camp 5 which would be open on certain days for the residents.  They requested a house-count for a quote to be done.

Road Work:  Residents also questioned Frank on what is being done for them with their tax dollars, i.e. roads.  Frank said that we have to get this information out and talked to Sheri regarding the website and Jan to have it put in the newsletter.  He is also checking into dust control this year.  

Other Business:  

Public Comments:   

Judy Tuell asked Gail what “Swamp Tax” meant.  Gail explained that it was funds received from the State of Michigan for unusable land since tax dollars cannot be received from that land, 

Sheri asked if anything was received from the City of Crystal Falls regarding Evergreen Cemetery.  Frank stated that nothing was received and Crystal Falls Township did not pay for the renewal even when the city reduced their rates.  Frank stated that if they did not give us the reports as promised, then we would have to decide whether or not we wanted to continue next year.

Sheri asked Frank if he heard anymore from Mansfield Township regarding the possibility of our our Camp 5 fire department covering their township as well.  They were having problems with the Crystal Falls Fire Authority.  Frank will be meeting with someone shortly to discuss.

Jeff Seppala asked if the Board would support an East Iron County Fire Authority if one would be organized.  The Board asked him to put a plan together and submit it at the next meeting.

With no other business before the board, meeting was adjourned at 7:12pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Lemke

Mastodon Township Clerk

